
 
St. John’s Church, Elora 

 
 
 

Choral Eucharist upon Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2018 

7:00 and 10:00 o’clock pm 
 

 
 Welcome to St. John's Church. We gather on this holy feast to begin the celebration of the  

 twelve days of Christmas.  If you are new to St. John's or visiting, please sign our Guest  

 Book in the Narthex or fill in one of the Visitor Cards or Envelopes in the pews to introduce  

 yourself to us. One of our Sidespeople or Clergy will be happy to answer any questions  

 about St. John's or today's worship.   
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MASS SETTING     Messe de Minuit pour Noel                                                                 Charpentier 
 
HYMN (all stand) Once in Royal David’s City                          arr. Mann (vv 1-4), Willcocks (v 5) 
         
Solo Once in royal David’s city 

Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child 

Full And through all his wondrous childhood 
He would honour and obey, 
Love and watch the lowly maiden, 
In whose gentle arms he lay: 
Christian children all must be 
Mild, obedient, good as he. 

    
Choir He came down to earth from heaven 

Who is God and Lord of all, 
And his shelter was a stable, 
And his cradle was a stall; 
With the poor and mean and lowly 
Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

Full And our eyes at last shall see him, 
Through his own redeeming love, 
For that child so dear and gentle 
Is our Lord in Heaven above; 
And he leads his children on 
To the place where he is gone. 

 
COLLECT AT THE CRECHE  

O Heavenly Father, as we celebrate again the nativity of thy Son our Saviour, we pray that, like the angels, we may sing his 
joyful praise; like the shepherds we may go even to Bethlehem and see the Child lying in a manger; and like the wise men, we 
may offer to him our worship, and give him the love and loyalty of our hearts; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Full Not in that poor lowly stable, 
With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see him; but in heaven, 
Set at God’s right hand on high; 
When like stars his children crowned 
All in white shall wait around. 

 
The Priest shall say the Lord’s Prayer with the Collect following, congregation kneeling. 
OUR Father who are in heaven…. 
 
ALMIGHTY God, unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid; 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily 
magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
OUR Lord Jesus Christ said: Hear O Israel, The Lord our God is one Lord; and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength. This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments 
hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
 
People:  Lord, have mercy upon us, and write both these thy laws in our hearts, we beseech thee. 
 
KYRIE ELEISON  
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (all stand)                                                                               
Glory be to God on High, and in earth peace, goodwill towards men. We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, 
we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of 
the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the 
right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord. Thou only O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the Glory of 
God the Father. Amen. 
 
Then the Priest shall say: 
The Lord be with you; 
People: And with thy spirit. 
Let us pray (all kneel) 
 
CHRISTMAS COLLECT 
ALMIGHTY God, who hast given us thy only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and as at this time to be born 
of a pure Virgin: Grant that we being regenerate, and made thy children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed 
by thy Holy Spirit; through the same our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Spirit, ever 
one God, world without end. Amen. 
 
EPISTLE Isaiah 9.2-7 
 
The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined. 
You have multiplied the nation, 
    you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
    as with joy at the harvest, 
    as people exult when dividing plunder. 
For the yoke of their burden, 
    and the bar across their shoulders, 
    the rod of their oppressor, 
    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
    and all the garments rolled in blood 
    shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 

For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, 
    and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
    He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 

 
GRADUAL (all stand) Christmas Anthems                  Plainchant 
 Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Emmanuel (Isaiah 7:14).  
 Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given (Isaiah 9:6). 
 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only-begotten Son into 
 the world that we might live through him (1 John 4:9). 
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
 blessings in heavenly places in Christ (Ephesians 1:3) 
 Glory be to the Father,… 
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HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2.1-20 
 
Then shall the people sing: 
Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration and was 
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver 
her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I 
am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying 
in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
Then shall the people sing: 
Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
                                                                                             
NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And of all things visible and invisible: 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of the Father before all worlds; God, of God; 
Light, of Light; Very God, of very God; Begotten, not made; Being of one substance with the Father; Through whom all things 
were made: Who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
And was made man, And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried, And the third day he rose 
again according to the Scriptures, And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And he shall come 
again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead: Whose kingdom shall have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord, The Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, Who with 
the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Prophets. And I believe One, Holy, Catholic, 
and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And 
the Life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 HYMN Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                                         Mendelssohn  
Hark! The herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled: 
Joyful all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies, 
With th’angelic host proclaim, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn king. 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come 
Offspring of a virgin’s womb: 
Veiled in flesh the God-head see, 
Hail th’incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn king. 



 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SERMON Rector 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN (all stand) Of the Father’s Love Begotten                                               Divinum Mysterium 

1.Of the Father’s love begotten 
   Ere the worlds began to be, 
   He is Alpha and Omega, 
   He the Source, the Ending he, 
   Of the things that are, that have been, 
   And that future years shall see, 
   Evermore and evermore. 
 

3.O ye heights of heaven, adore him; 
   Angel-hosts, his praises sing; 
   All dominions bow before him, 
   And extol our God and King; 
   Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
   Every voice in concert ring, 
   Evermore and evermore. 

2.Oh that birth forever blessèd! 
  When the Virgin full of grace, 
   By the Holy Ghost conceiving, 
   Bare the Saviour of our race, 
   And the Babe, the world’s Redeemer, 
   First revealed his sacred face, 
   Evermore and evermore. 

4.Christ, to thee, with God the Father, 
   And, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 
   Hymn, and chant, and high thanksgiving, 
   And unwearied praises be, 
   Honour, glory, and dominion, 
   And eternal victory, 
   Evermore and evermore. 

 
 
LITANY FOR THE INCARNATION 
In joy and humility let us pray to our Lord, Emmanuel, saying, “Lord, grant us peace.”  (congregation kneel) 
By the good news of our salvation brought to Mary by the angel, hear us, O Lord. 
Lord, grant us thy peace. 
By the mystery of the Word made flesh, hear us, O Lord. 
Lord, grant us thy peace. 
By the birth in time of the timeless Son of God, hear us, O Lord. 
Lord, grant us thy peace. 
By the manifestations of the King of glory to the shepherds and magi, hear us, O Lord. 
Lord, grant us thy peace. 
By the submission of the maker of the world to Mary and Joseph of Nazareth, hear us, O Lord. 
Lord, grant us thy peace. 
Grant thy healing mercy to all who are sick in mind, body, or estate, especially those for whom our prayers are desired… 
Lord, in thy mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
Grant that the kingdoms of this world may become the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; 
Lord, in thy mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all be brings, 
Risen with healing in his wings; 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn king. 
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INVITATION 
YE that do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity with your neighbours, and intend to 
lead the new life, following the commandments of God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways; Draw near with 
faith, and take this holy Sacrament to your comfort; and make your humble confession to Almighty God, meekly kneeling 
on your knees. 
 
GENERAL CONFESSION 
ALMIGHTY God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all people: We acknowledge and 
confess our manifold sins and wickedness, Which we from time to time most grievously have committed, By thought, 
word, and deed, Against thy Divine Majesty. We do earnestly repent, And are heartily sorry for these our misdoings. 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; For thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, Forgive us all that is past; And 
grant that we may ever hereafter Serve and please thee In newness of life, To the honour and glory of thy Name; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
ABSOLUTION 
ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all them that with 
hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him: Have mercy upon you; pardon and deliver you from all your sins; 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness; and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
COMFORTABLE WORDS 
Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ saith unto all that truly turn to him. 
 COME unto me all that labour and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.  Matthew 11:28 
 God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, to the end that 
 all that believe in him should not perish, but have eternal life.  John 3:16 
Hear also what Saint Paul saith. 
 This is a true saying, and worthy of all to be received, that Christ Jesus came 
 into the world to save sinners.  Timothy 1:15 
Hear also what Saint John saith. 
 If any one sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 
 and he is the propitiation for our sins. 1 John 2:1-2 
 
THANKSGIVING AND CONSECRATION 
THE Lord be with you; 
People: And with thy spirit. 
Priest: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Priest: Let us give thanks unto our Lord God; 
People: It is meet and right so to do. 
 
 
IT is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O 
Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God, Creator and Preserver of all things. 
 
BECAUSE thou didst give Jesus Christ thine only Son to be born as at this time for us; who, by the operation of the 
Holy Spirit, was made very man of the substance of the Virgin Mary his mother; and that without spot of sin, to make 
us clean from all sin. 
 
THEREFORE with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious 
Name; evermore praising thee and saying: 
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SANCTUS    
HOLY, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts, Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 

 
 
BLESSING and glory and thanksgiving be unto thee Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy tender mercy didst 
give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the Cross for our redemption; 
who made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and 
satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual 
memorial of that his precious death, until his coming again. 
 Hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly beseech thee; and grant that we receiving these thy creatures of 
bread and wine, according to thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and 
passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood; who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took Bread; 
and when he had given thanks, he brake it; and give it to his disciples, saying, Take, eat; this is my Body which is given 
for you: Do this in remembrance of me. Likewise after supper he took the Cup; and, when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, saying, Drink ye all, of this; for this is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the remission of sins: Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me. Amen. 
  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 
 
PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS 
WE do not presume to come this thy Table, O merciful Lord, Trusting in our own righteousness, But in thy manifold 
and great mercies. We are not worthy So much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou are the same 
Lord, Whose property is always to have mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, So to eat the Flesh of thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ, And to drink his Blood, That our sinful bodies may be made clean by his Body, And our souls washed 
through his most precious Blood, And that we may evermore dwell in him, And he in us. Amen. 
 
ANGUS DEI 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us they peace. 
 
CAROLS during COMMUNION 
Sans Day Carol, In the Bleak Midwinter 
 
At the ABLUTIONS          A Boy was Born                                                                                                             Britten 

 
A boy was born in Bethlehem, 
Rejoice for that, Jerusalem! 
Alleluya 
He let himself a servant be, 
That all mankind he might set free: 
Alleluya 
Then praise the Word of God who came 
to dwell within a human frame: 
Alleluya 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYERS (congregation kneel) 
Our Father who art in heaven…. 
 
ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, we most heartily thank thee that thou dost graciously feed us, in these holy 
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ;  
assuring us thereby of thy favour and goodness towards us; and that we are living members of his mystical body,  
which is the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs through hope of thy everlasting kingdom. 

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy  
and living sacrifice unto thee. And although we are unworthy, yet we beseech thee to accept this our  
bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offences; through Jesus Christ our  
Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, world without end. Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
 
HYMN (all stand) Adeste Fideles                           arr. Willcocks 

 
Adeste, fideles, laeti triumphantes, 
Venite, venite in Bethlehem 
Natum videte regem angelorum: 
Venite adoremus, Dominum 
 

See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 
We too will thither bend our joyful footsteps: 
Venite adoremus, Dominum 
 

God of God, Light of Light, 
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
Very God, begotten, not created; 
Venite adoremus, Dominum 

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above, 
Glory to God in the highest; 
Venite adoremus, Dominum 
 

 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning, 
Jesu, to thee be glory given; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: 
Venite adoremus, Dominum 

 
 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY             Magnificat                                                                                               Dandrieu   
 

 
 
 

And to all a Merry Christmas! 


